
 AMENDMENTS 
to the 

1972 MONTANA CONSTITUTION 
Includes all amendments proposed by petition or the legislature 
whether or not they were adopted.  Information on legislative 
proposals not on the ballot are in House and Senate Journals. 

 
(Adoption) 

 
For: 116,415 
Against: 113,883  

  
-----1974----- 

November 5, 1974 general election 
 

 

C 1 Establishing a Resource Indemnity Trust. 
Chapter 117, HB 576, 1974 Session  

For: 121,077   
Against:  76,252 

C 2 Allowing Exceptions to Waiver of Sovereign Immunity if 
Provided by Law by a 2/3 vote of each House of the Legislature.   
SJR 64, 1974 Session 

For:        108,704 
Against:  87,626 

CI 1 Providing for 90-day Biennial Legislative Sessions.  Initiative 
Petition Proclaimed for Election by Governor: July 10, 1974 

For: 110,587 
Against:  104,581 

  
-----1976----- 

November 2, 1976 general election 
 

 

C 3 Creating a Coal Tax Trust Fund. 
Chapter 499, SB 407, 1975 Session 

For:  178,773 
Against:  103,001 

CI 2 Providing for Annual Legislative Sessions of Not More than 60 
Days. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 3 Providing for the Appraising, Assessing and Equalizing of 
Property by the Counties. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 4 Establishing Supreme Court Justice Districts. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 5 Establishing 4 years as the Terms of Office for Supreme Court 
Justices, District Court Judges and Justices of the Peace. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 6 Requiring Persons to be 19 Years of Age or Older for the Purpose 
of Purchasing, Consuming, or Using Alcoholic Beverages. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 7 Providing for a limit on state spending and a phase out of federal 
funds.   
Proclaimed for election by Governor: August 31, 1976 

For: 86,191 
Against:  
194,734 



 
 

 
-----1978----- 

November 7, 1978 general election 
 

 

C 4 
 

Providing Adult Rights Exception – Drinking Age. 
Chapter 459, HB 29, 1977 Session 

For: 208,227 
Against:  64,663 

C 5 Providing Legislative Committee for Interim Budget 
Amendments. 
Chapter 392, HB 217, 1977 Session 

For: 106,209 
Against: 145,549 

C 6 Providing Optional Local Government Review. 
Chapter 70, HB 361, 1977 Session 

For: 165,668 
Against:  82,489 

C 7 Providing Legislative Disapproval of Bar Admission Rules. 
Chapter 420, HB 567, 1977 Session 

For: 122,017 
Against: 123,438 

C 8 Providing that a Legislative Member May Run for Public Office 
During His Term. 
Chapter 358, SB 179, 1977 Session 

For: 88,397 
Against: 170,666 

CI 8 
 

Returning a Portion of Property Tax Assessing to Counties and 
Establishing a 7-Member Commission. 

For: 117,760 
Against: 134,462 

CI 9 Allowing a Limited Expansion of Gambling and Providing Tax 
Relief Funded by Gambling License Fees. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1980----- 

November 4, 1980 general election  
 

 

C 9 Providing Statutory Exceptions to the Confidentiality of the 
Documents of the Judicial Standards of Commission. 
Chapter 463, SB 232, 1979 Session 

For: 181,140  
Against: 129,394 

CI 10 Providing for Unicameral Legislature 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 11 Requiring Elections to be Held Within 22 Days Following 
Payment or Reporting of Taxes. 
 
PETITION WAS WITHDRAWN AND RESUBMITTED AS CI 15. 

 

CI 12 Restricting Amount and Methods of Taxes Imposed (10% of 
Annual Income). 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 
 

CI 13 Requiring the State to Purchase and Operate All Privately Owned 
Utility Systems, Except Cooperatives. 
 
PETITION WAS WITHDRAWN AND RESUBMITTED AS CI 14 

 
 



CI 14 Requiring the State to Purchase and Operate All Privately Owned 
Utility Systems, Except Cooperatives. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 
 

CI 15 Requiring Elections to be Held Within 22 Days Following 
Payment or Reporting of Taxes. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1982----- 

November 2, 1982 general election 
 

 

C 10 Removing Restriction on Investment of Public Funds in Corporate 
Capital Stock and the Requirement that School Fund Investments 
Bear a Fixed Interest Rate. 
Chapter 197, HB 296, 1981 Session 

For: 128,607 
Against: 153,264 

C 11 Legislature Shall Meet in Annual Sessions and Providing 
Limitations on Business Conducted in Each Respective Session. 
HB 429, 1981 Session 

For: 118,980 
Against:  
171,196 

C 12 Secretary of State Shall Poll the Legislators When the Governor 
Vetoes a Bill and the Legislature is Not in Session. 
Chapter 611, HB 225, 1981 Session 

For:         
147,463 
Against:   
131,560 

CI 16 Requiring Elections to be Held Within 8 Days Following Payment 
of State Inheritance and Real Property Taxes. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 17 Requiring Voter Approval of Any Changes in Procedure for 
Adoption of Initiatives. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 18 To Reduce the Amount of Revenue Allocated to the Coal 
Severance Tax from 50 Percent to 30 Percent, with the Revenue to 
be Deposited in a Special Fund to be Used Solely for the 
Construction and Reconstruction of Montana Highways. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 19 To Amend the Constitution Relating to Property Tax Assessment.  
Amendment, Require Each County Assessor to Appraise, Assess 
and Equalize the Valuation of All Taxable Property in the State. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1984----- 

November 6, 1984 general election 
 

 



C 13 To Allow the Montana Supreme Court to Discipline a Judge or 
Justice for Violation of Canons of Judicial Ethics Adopted by the 
Court. 
Chapter 85, SB 236, 1983 Session 

For: 287,926  
Against:  68,251 

C 14 To Require Redistricting of the Congressional Districts in 
Montana within 90 Days After the Official Final Decennial 
Census Figures Are Available. 
Chapter 421, HB 151, 1983 Session 

For: 214,956 
Against: 109,813 

CI 20 To Require Elections to be Held on the Date Established for 
Payment of Real Property Taxes and State Income Taxes. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 21 To Prohibit the Seizure of Property for Nonpayment of State and 
Local Taxes and to Prohibit the Confinement of an Individual for 
Nonpayment. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 22 To Raise the Minimum Legal Drinking Age from 19 Years to 21 
Years. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 23 To Adopt a Resolution Requesting Congress to Call a 
Constitutional Convention for the Purpose of Adopting a Balanced 
Budget Amendment. 
 
Secretary of State ordered by Montana Supreme Court to 
remove from the ballot on grounds it was unconstitutional. 
October, 1984.  Case No. 84-391. 

 

CI 24 To Prohibit Any Direct Tax on Individual Income, Real and 
Personal Property and Inheritance.  To Permit the Legislature to 
Propose a Sales Tax. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1986----- 

November 4, 1986 general election 
 

 

C 15 To Provide that the People or the Legislature May Establish the 
Legal Age for Purchasing, Consuming, or Possessing Alcoholic 
Beverages. 
Chapter 129, SB 2, 1985 Session 

For: 207,233 
Against: 106,611 

C 16 To Repeal Article XIII, Section 3, which Requires the Legislature 
to Create a Salary Commission to Recommend Compensation for 
the Judiciary and Elected Members of the Legislative and 
Executive Branches. 
Chapter 158, HB 463, 1985 Session 

For: 172,517 
Against: 116,143 



CI 25 To Prohibit State Taxes on Individual Income, Real Property, and 
Personal Property, and to Authorize a Retail Sales Tax. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 26 To Provide that the Dignity of the Human Being is Inviolable 
After Conception, and to Prohibit Age Discrimination. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 27 To Abolish Property Taxes and to Require Voter Approval before 
Imposing a Sales Tax or Increasing Sales or Income Taxes. 

For: 140,090 
Against:  
177,016 

CI 28 To Authorize the Legislature to Determine the Remedies for 
Injury to Person, Property, or Character in Lawsuits against 
Governmental Entities. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 29 
 

Eliminating the Constitutional Requirement that Assistance be 
Provided to Inhabitants in Need, and for Allowing the Legislature 
to Decide Whether to Provide Such Assistance. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.   

 

CI 30 To Authorize the Legislature to Determine the Rights and 
Remedies for Injury or Damage to Person, Property, or Character. 
 
Montana Supreme Court ruled CI 30 failed because of 
material constitutional defects.  May 22, 1987 Case No. 86-400 

For: 175,502 
Against: 136,653 

  
-----1988----- 

November 8, 1988 general election  
 

 

C 17 Removing Constraints on Investment of Public Funds. 
Chapter 218, SB 14, 1987 Session 

For: 122,854         
Against: 217,536 

C 18 Allowing Legislature to Determine the Eligibility, Duration, and 
Level of Economic Assistance. 
HB 637, 1987 Session 

For: 182,037 
Against: 165,056 

C 19 Allowing the Legislature to Establish Specific Residency 
Requirements for Certain Judges. 
Chapter 459, HB 491, 1987 Session 

For: 224,937      
Against: 116,500 

C 20 Requiring the Legislature to Meet Each Year. 
Chapter 633, HB 721, 1987 Session 

For: 169,491 
Against: 178,855 

CI 31 Non-Mandatory School Attendance. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 32 Authorizing Local Option Gambling. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 



CI 33 Abolish Real and Personal Property Tax. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 34 Reduce Size of the Legislature. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 35 County Property Tax Appraisal with Special Levy. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 36 County Property Tax Appraisal without Special Levy. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 37 Grand Juries Statewide. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 38 Due Process of Law Violations and Penalties. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 39 New Election on Court Voided Issues. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 40 Abolish Property Taxes. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 41 Recall of Public Officials. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 42 Dedicate Portion of Coal Tax to Education. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 43 Voucher Education System. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 44 Reduce Number of Supreme Court Justices. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 45 Purity of Elections. (We the People) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 46 Lawyers Ineligible for Executive or Legislative Branch of 
Government. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 47 Requiring Use of Only Paper Ballots. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 



CI 48 Individual Liability. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 49 Surtax on Media Coverage of Ballot Issues and Candidates. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 50 Limit Officeholder to Two Terms. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 51 Local Assessment Control. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 52 Sunset on State Government.  
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 53 Ballot Issue Revisions. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1990----- 

November 6, 1990 general election  
 

 

CC 1 Calling a Constitutional Convention, pursuant to §13-1-121 MCA. For: 53,630 
Against:  
245,009  

C 21 Requiring a Valid Election to be Held on Qualified Ballot Issues. 
SB 286, 1989 Session 

For: 166,143 
Against: 129,477 

CI 54 Prohibit Compulsory Education. 
 
PETITION WITHDRAWN BY SPONSOR. 

 

CI 55 Repealing Existing Taxes and Requiring State Funding by 
Assessment of a Trade Charge on Business and Financial 
Transactions. 

For: 78,254 
Against:  
232,807 

CI 56 Changing the Public Officer Recall Election Procedure. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 57 Reducing the Size of the Legislature. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 58 Requiring a Fully Informed Jury. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 59 Requiring a Public Vote on All New Taxes or Increases in Taxes. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 



CI 60 Requiring the Enactment of a Sales Tax Only by Initiative. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 61 Mandating that Initiatives May Not be Altered by Government. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1992----- 

June 2, 1992 primary election 
 

 

 None  
  

-----1992----- 
November 3, 1992 general election 

 

 

C 22 Revise Law on Election and Selection of Judges and Justices. 
HB 353, 1992 Session 

For: 279,894  
Against:  96,313 

C 23 Transfer of Public Lands for Less Than Full Market Value. 
HB 404, 1991 Session 

For: 176,082 
Against:  
205,485 

C 24 Increase Membership on Board of Regents with One Being a 
Native American. 
HB 407, 1991 Session 

For: 105,475         
Against:  
282,172 

CI 62 Hunting as a Constitutional Right. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 63 Big Sky Dividend – Spending Coal Severance Tax Trust Fund 
Principal for Local Government Facilities and Improvement. 

For:  165,126          
Against: 219,403 

CI 64 Term Limitations of Elected Officials. For: 264,174 
Against:  130,695 

CI 65 Prohibit State and Local Government and School Districts from 
Raising or Spending More Money than During Prior Fiscal Year. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1993----- 

June 8, 1993 special election 
 

 

 None  
  

-----1994----- 
November 8, 1994 general election 

 

 

C 25 Protection of Public Pension Assets. 
Ch. 43, SB 90, 1993 Session 

For: 243,855        
Against: 88,336  



C 26 Uniform Time Period for Gubernatorial Action on Legislative 
Bills. 
Ch. 94, SB 142, 1993 Session,  

For: 237,236  
Against: 99,334   

C 27 Putting a 4% Limit on State Sales Tax. 
Ch. 545, SB 289, 1993 Session 

For: 175,618 
Against:  150,649 

C 28 Equalization of Property Values for Property Tax Purposes. 
SB 27, 1993 Session 

For:  138,475  
Against: 196,277 

CI 66 Voter Approval of Tax Increase. (Denson) 
 

For: 159,282 
Against:  
181,938  

CI 67 Restrictions on Government Finance. (Good) For: 167,225 
Against:  
174,616 

CI 68 Revise Article XII, Section 3. (Lewis) 
 
PETITION WAS WITHDRAWN. 

 

CI 69 Property Tax Cap. (TEAM, Walters) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 70 Health Care Choice. (Project ’94)  
 
NO FINAL APPROVAL. 

 

  
-----1996----- 

November 5, 1996 general election 
 

 

C 29 Eliminate Secretary of State’s Office. 
Ch. 69, SB 37, 1995 Session 
 
Secretary of State ordered by Montana Supreme Court to 
remove from the ballot.  September, 1996 Case No. 96-327 

 

C 30 Replace Board of Regents, Board of Education, and Commission 
of Higher Education with Department of Education and State 
Education Commission. 
Ch. 156, HB 229, 1995 Session 

For: 142,224 
Against: 242,146 

C 31 Allow State Comp. Fund Money to be Invested. 
Ch. 169, HB 463, 1995 Session 

For: 166,752 
Against:  
214,120 

C 32 Legislature to Meet Biennially in Even or Odd Years. 
Ch. 341, HB 273, 1995 Session 

For: 174,471 
Against:  
196,618 

CI 71 Allow Individuals without Legal Training to Act as Counsel After 
Demonstrating an Ability to Understand and Follow Court Rules. 
(Birkholz) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

  



CI 72 Lower Property Taxes. (Cut Now!) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 73 Rights of Families. (Montanans For Due Process) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 74 Allow Enactment of Resolutions by Initiative and Give Them the 
Same Effect as if Enacted as a Bill. (Birkholz) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----1998----- 

November 3, 1998 general election 
 

 

C 33 Criminal Laws Must be Based on Principles of Public Safety and 
Restitution for Victims as Well as Prevention and Reformation. 
Ch. 313, HB 234, 1997 Session 

For: 225,349         
Against: 90,349  

CI 75 Voter Approval of New or Increased Taxes.  (Montanans For 
Better Government) 
 
Montana Supreme Court ruled CI 75 failed because of  
material constitutional defects.  Feb. 23, 1999. Case No. 98-706  

For: 167,321 
Against: 159,499  

CI 76 
 

Equalization of Property Taxes. (Jerome Wilverding) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 77 Eliminate All Taxes and Impose 5% Sales Tax. (Toby McAdam) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 78 Prohibit Cyanide Process Open Pit Gold and Silver Mining. 
(MEIC) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 79 Term Limits. (US Term Limits) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

  
-----2000----- 

November 7, 2000 general election 
 

 

C 34 Investment of State Compensation Insurance Fund Assets.  
Ch. 516, SB 23, 1999 Session 

For: 197,399 
Against: 180,850 

C 35 Creating a Montana Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund.  
Ch. 260, SB 13, 2000 Special Session 

For: 287,432 
Against: 103,979 

CI 80 Flat Transaction Tax. (Toby McAdam) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 



CI 81 Prohibit All Gambling, Lotteries, and Gift Enterprises. (Tom 
Shellenberg) 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot.  

 

CI 82 Creating a Montana Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund. (James 
Ahrens) 
 
WITHDRAWN: LEGISLATURE PUT ON BALLOT AS C 35. 

 

CI 83 Appointment and General Rules Governing Grand Juries. (Paul 
Befumo) 
 
NO FINAL APPROVAL. 

 

 -----2002----- 
November 5, 2002 general election 

 

C 36 Allowing for the investment of the assets of a local government 
group self-insurance program in private corporate capital stocks 
SB 190, 2001 Session 

For: 122,822    
Against: 188,715 

C 37 Changing the requirements for constitutional initiative petitions 
from 10% in 40 legislative districts to 10% in half the counties 
SB 396, 2001 Session 
US District Court of Montana ruled C 37 failed because of  
Equal Protection Clause defects.  March 2005. Case No. 98-706 

For: 179,616     
Against: 134,538 

C 38 Changing the requirements for statutory initiative petitions from 
5% in 34 legislative districts to 5% in half the counties 
SB 397, 2001 Session 

For: 178,946      
Against: 131,849 

C 39 Allowing the investment of public funds, including school trust 
funds, in private corporate capital stock  
SB 493, 2001 Session 

For: 108,450 
Against: 204,557 

CI 85 Ban video gambling and slot machines, continue to allow lottery 
and parimutuel betting devices. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 86 Eliminate state property, inheritance, accommodation, income, and 
corporate taxes and replace with flat tax. 
 
Rejected by the Attorney General; resubmitted as CI-87, CI-88, 
and CI-89. 

 

CI 87 Eliminate state property, inheritance, accommodations, income, 
and corporate license taxes and replace with McAdam Flat-
Transaction Tax 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 



CI 88 Replace existing vehicle taxes with flat license fee, create state 
fuel tax. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 89 Create McAdam Flat-Transaction Tax not to exceed 3 percent. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 90 Specify what constitutes a single constitutional amendment, 
effective on passage. 
 
Insufficient number of signatures filed to place measure on ballot. 

 

CI 91 Specify what constitutes a single constitutional amendment, 
effective retroactive to 1/1/91. 
 
WITHDRAWN BY SPONSOR. 

 

 -----2004----- 
November 2, 2004 general election 

 

C 40 Create $10 million trust fund for the management of noxious 
weeds. 
HB 128, 2003 Session 

For: 323,929 
Against: 105,086 

C 41 Recognize and preserve the right of Montanans to hunt and fish. 
HB 306, 2003 Session 

For: 345,505 
Against: 83,185 

C 42 Extend term limits for legislators from 8 years in a 16-year period 
to 12 years in a 24-year period. 
HB 277, 2003 Session 

For: 136,931 
Against: 299,162 

CI 96 Require that only a marriage between one man and one woman 
shall be valid or recognized as a marriage in this state. 

For: 295,070 
Against: 148,263 

 -----2006----- 
November 7, 2006 general election 

 

 
C 43  

Changing the name of the state auditor to the insurance 
commissioner. 

For: 133,219 
Against: 237,367 

CI 97 Constitutional spending limit. 
Decertified by Supreme Court, Montanans for Justice v. State, 
2006 MT 277, 10/26/2006. 

 

CI 98 Judicial Recall. 
Decertified by Supreme Court, Montanans for Justice v. State, 
2006 MT 277, 10/26/2006. 

 

 


